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“God is drawn to emptmess” (2 Klngs 4: 1- 7)

One day the wife of a man from the guild of prophets called out to
Elisha, "Your servant my husband is dead. You well know what a
good man he was, devoted to God. And now the man to whom he
was in debt is on his way to collect by taking my two children as
slaves." Elisha said, "l wonder how I can be of help. Tell me, what do
you have in your house?"

"Nothing," she said. '""Well, | do have a little oil."

"Here's what you do," said Elisha. "Go up and down the street and
borrow jugs and bowls from all your neighbors. And not just a few—
all you can get. Then come home and lock the door behind you, you
and your sons. Pour oil into each container; when each is full, set it
aside."




f .. e n-,.,";' [
tj ; '1” )“" f.r*

She dld what he sald She locked the door behind her and
her sons; as they brought the containers to her, she filled g
them. When all the jugs and bowls were full, she said to

"8 one of her sons, ""Another jug, please."

He said, "That's it. There are no more jugs." Then the oil [G#i&
' stopped. ,

8l She went and told the story to the man of God. He said,
"Go sell the oil and make good on your debts. Live, both
, you and your sons, on what S left "
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@l ‘““Our needs can be turned into seeds” (1 Kings 17: 7-16)

i Eventually the brook dried up because of the drought. Then God

i spoke to him: "Get up and go to Zarephath in Sidon and live

b there. I've instructed a woman who lives there, a widow, to feed

§ you."

So he got up and went to Zarephath. As he came to the entrance

o of the village he met a woman, a widow, gathering firewood. He
8 asked her, "Please, would you bring me a little waterin a jug? |

@ need a drink." As she went to get it, he called out, "And while

you're at it, would you bring me something to eat?"

M She said, "l swear, as surely as your God lives, | don't have so

| much as a biscuit. | have a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in

® a bottle; you found me scratching together just enough firewood
' to make a last meal for my son and me. After we eat it, we'll die."
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Eluah said to her, "Don't worry about a thing. Go ahead and do
 what you've said. But first make a small biscuit for me and bring
it back here. Then go ahead and make a meal from what's left for

i you and your son.

| This is the word of the God of Israel: 'The jar of flour will not run
' out and the bottle of oil will not become empty before God
' sends rain on the land and ends this drought.'*

| And she went right off and did it, did just as Elijah asked. And it
turned out as he said—daily food for her and her family. The jar

' of meal didn't run out and the bottle of oil didn't become empty:
| God's promise fulfilled to the letter, exactly as Elijah had

| delivered it!
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_ *;\ aFor thts is what the Lord says: 1
- .c‘# He who created the heavens he is God, “'

-.J.n He who fashioned and Vit ':;
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_ 3? made the earth he founded; g!'.' i--.ﬁi v

.= Hedid not create it to be empty.”
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